Disparate survival and risk of secondary non-Hodgkin lymphoma in histologic subtypes of Hodgkin lymphoma: a population-based study.
We compared survival outcomes and rates of secondary non-Hodgkin lymphoma (NHL) in 28 323 patients with nodular lymphocyte predominant (NLPHL) and classical Hodgkin lymphoma (HL) from the Surveillance, Epidemiology and End Results database, diagnosed between 1995 and 2010. In a multivariate analysis NLPHL demonstrated a significantly better relative survival (5-year risk of lymphoma-related death 5.7%, hazard ratio [HR] 0.46, p < 0.0001) than the reference nodular sclerosis (NSHL) subtype (5-year risk 12.7%). Lymphocyte-rich classical HL had outcomes comparable to NSHL (5-year risk 14.3%, HR 0.84, p = 0.11). Exceptionally poor outcomes were observed in lymphocyte depleted HL (5-year risk 48.8%, HR 2.26, p < 0.0001). The risk of secondary NHL was increased in NLPHL (HR 2.81, p < 0.001) and lymphocyte-rich classical HL (HR 2.27, p = 0.002), but not in other subtypes compared with NSHL. In conclusion, the histologic classification retains a significant prognostic value in HL and the disparities between the subtypes warrant customized treatment and surveillance strategies.